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A

nd there was war in
heaven.
Michael
and
his
angels
fought against the
dragon, and the
dragon and his angels
fought back” (Rev. 12:7, NIV).
Star Wars. As in George Lucas.
The bad guys against the good guys.
And only The Force can carry the
day. Has Lucas been reading The
Great Controversy? Certainly his
movies contain elements of the cosmic conflict the Revelator describes
(see page 27). And Lucas seems to
realize that the conflict moves to
Earth. In an interview with Time
columnist Bill Moyers, Lucas
observed: “Tm telling an old myth in
a new way. . . . I’m [just] localizing it
for the planet. I guess I’m localizing
it for the end of the millennium
more than I am for any particular
place.”
There is indeed an old “myth”:
“The great dragon was hurled
down—that ancient serpent called
the devil, or Satan,. .. He was hurled
to the earth, and his angels with him”

(Rev. 12:9).
And there is a localized
“end of the millennium”:
“When the thousand years
are over, Satan will be
released from his prison
and will go out to deceive the nations
in the four corners of the earth. . . to
gather them for battle” (Rev. 20:7, 8).
What is Lucas doing in PD?
Understanding where he’s coming
from will help us find answers to the
challenge of the third millennium—
how to communicate with what psychiatrists are calling the “new mind.”
This is a term you’ll find in “How
Our Minds Are Being Changed” (see
page 14), in my opinion, one of the
most sobering articles to appear in
PD. So startling is the evidence that I
purchased two new books on the
mind, consulted a psychiatrist and a
psychologist, and skimmed a num ber of psychiatric textbooks before
printing it. You won’t want to miss
even the references at the end.

in?

Piercing Realizations
But back to Lucas, who says he
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has concluded that all religions are
equally true. (Charles Colson and
Nancy Pearcey remind us of the
necessity of “A Worldview for the
Third Millennium” that enables us
to distinguish between the true and
the false. See page 45.) Daniel B.
Clendenin, author of Many Gods,
Many Lords, asks “Is Jesus the Only
Way?” His answer should be read not
only by Lucas, but also by every aspiring theologian.
Other articles will test your
thinking.
Other articles and features will
test your thinking. “In Focus,” a new
column, is as up-to-date as the third
millennium and as pungent as an
ancient prophet. And we’ll welcome
your contributions to future focuses.
Following are several short attempts
at communication with GenXers —
such as “Walk the Talk” and “Scholastic Parables”— ranging from high
school to graduate school. You’ll find
questions with each asking your
opinion of the method.
Then comes a theological section
of special significance to third-millennium Adventists. Roy Gane’s
“Apocalypse Not Yet” alerts us to
continuing attempts at date-setting
for Christ’s return. Digest the two
following articles and you’ll understand the raison d’etre of ATS. Theologians who know Rolf Rendtorff
as a staunch advocate of the historical-critical method will be im pressed by his candid appraisal of

the “limits of such hypotheses.”
(With few exceptions, Adventist theologians hold that the whole
method is, with good reason, “off
limits.”) Samuele Bacchiocchi invites
you to take a seat in his classroom
and listen as he teaches students at
Andrews University how to avoid
“Twisting Scripture.” If I were teaching theology, I’d see that every student in my classroom got this issue.
New-Age Religions
As for George Lucas and his Star
Wars—Man! I’d love to have an hour
with him! I could use half of it on his
response to an observation by Time
columnist Bill Moyers: “The Bible no
longer occupies. . . central place in
our culture today. Young people in
particular are turning to movies for
their inspiration, not to organized
religion.” Lucas responded: “I hope
that doesn’t end up being the course
this whole thing takes. . . . I would
hate to find ourselves in a completely secular world where entertainment was passing for some kind
of religious experience.”
It is.
Worldwide. “We have a new god,”
says Czech novelist Ivan Klima. “The
new god is called Entertainment.”
Czech President Vaclav Havel has
referred to the excesses of society as
“problems of the entire civilization
on this planet.” It’s the first thing
many think of in the morning and
the last thing they think of at night.
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In the United States, people who
can t name their congressperson can
recite Oscar winners in seven categories. And they’ll offer to prove it
from their “bible”—The TV Guide.
Like Christianity, entertainment
has its denominations. There’s
Sports, with worship styles for everyone. Baseball, Basketball, and Golf
are old-time religions. Soccer is the
new boy on the block in the U.S.,
though with catholic dimensions
elsewhere. Ice Hockey, a mixture of
wrestling and boxing on ice, appeals
mostly to congregants with homicidal tendencies. Tennis fans are the
Episcopalians of the sports world,
more preoccupied with form than
love sets.
Then there’s Football, with its
fervid fan(atic)s. Football stresses
fundamentals in its approach to
interactive worship. One evidence
of its grip on its congregants: In
Redskins owner Daniel Snyder’s
box at recently renam ed FedEx
Field, tiny televisions are installed
above each urinal in the men’s bathroom! (Yes, women fans are discriminated against; they have only a
small TV visible from the outside of
their stalls.) Have you ever worshiped in a church where the minister’s sermon is even broadcast, let
alone seen, in the bathroom?

industry. There’s the cinema, which
specializes in R (for Rotten)-rated
garbage, and regards a “G”-rated
product as the kiss of death. Lucas’s
Star Wars got a PG—which means
that the kids might get as upset in his
films as they would listening to a fireand-brimstone preacher. There’s the
music industry, with its gutter-level
lyrics; the theaters, the arcades, carnivals, horse races, car races, boat races,
etc.; the Olympics; a plethora of NewAge religions; the World Wide Web,
video games; and the Mecca of Entertainment’s World Religions—Disney
World.
Certainly the parishioners who
fill the pews of these Entertainment
Industry churches are generous:
Profits from Lucas’s Star Wars films
and sales of related merchandise
alone exceed the annual income of
the half-dozen largest Christian denominations in the United States!
Yes, Mr. Lucas, your industry is
“passing for some kind of religious
experience” and together with the
others above are, in my estimation,
the most formidable obstacle to the
church’s mission. I wish we could sit
down for an hour and discuss
aspects of your cosmic view that
parallel the Bible’s revelation of a
cosmic shattering conflict. In the
meantime, I believe that understanding your worldview will help us
understand the challenge we face in
sharing an ancient faith with the
world of the third millennium.
□

Gutter-Level Generosity
Of course, sports is only one theological stream of the entertainment
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